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Minutes of the


ESCOP CAC Conference Call


February 6, 2006


3:00 PM (CST)
1) 
The CAC conference call was called to order and opening remarks were made by Ron Pardini in the absence of Alfred L. Parks, who joined the conference after his flight landed in Houston at about 3:20p.m.


Participants were as follows:



Ron Pardini


Mike Harrington



Samuel Donald

Eric Young



Rubie Mize


LeRoy Daughtery



Daryl Lund


Elsie Easley



Alfred L. Parks



2) 
ESCOP Meeting (February 27th) – Al Parks/EDs. 
This meeting will be held in Washington, DC in the Waterfront Building, Room 1410 A, B and C; Sam Donald will send to ESCOP members other pertinent information.

3) 
SAES/ARD Workshop – Ron Pardini/Mike Harrington.  
Planning is ongoing; will provide more information at the ESCOP meeting.

4) 
BAC Federal Budget – LeRoy Daughtery/Daryl Lund

Following the last conference call the committee refined the priorities, which are base funding (9% increase) and some targeted enhancement accounts.  There will be more to talk about at the BAC meeting later this week.

5) 
ESCOP Survey on NRI Priorities – Mike Harrington

Today we have 34 responses to the ESCOP survey.  There are 11 responses each from the Western and Southern Directors.  There are 7 responses from the North Central, 4 from the Northeast and 1 from the ARD.  On last week, I sent out a request for an extension of that deadline (February 10th) and all of you folks, particular the Executive Directors, we need to make sure we get participation from our respective groups so that we could have a meaningful in-put into this process.

6)
Joint Farm Bill Rewrite and CREATE-21 Meeting – Mike Harrington/Daryl Lund

The Farm Bill Committee and CREATE-21 Committee are meeting this Thursday and Friday and everyone should have received an update from the CREATE-21 group on last week and that brings everything up to speed.  One thing that we are working on is a frame work for the certification process.  I serve on a sub-committee that is looking after that process.  The intent of this upcoming meeting is to have a committee sign-off on a draft certification process and send that out to the family for comments and adjustments as needed.

Most of the Farm Bill Sub-Committees have developed draft language and this all have been forwarded to Jeff Armstrong the Farm Bill Committee Chair.  And what we’re planning to do next is to look at what we have and refine that as needed.

7)
Standing Committee Reports – LeRoy Daughtery/Daryl Lund


a) 
Budget and Legislative – all have been discussed.


b) 
Communications and Marketing – Rubie Mize for Tom Fretz


 A teleconference call meeting for this committee has been organized for March 31st from 9-10a.m Eastern; nothing more to add.

(Ron Pardini Statement:   A note was sent to everyone indicating that the impact writing is off for this year.  The thing that is still open but hasn’t been heard from is whether they will ask for submission into the National Database on impact.  As mentioned before they are trying to develop a more useful marketing scene that would have online activities and that hasn’t come forth yet out of CSREES.)

c)
Science and Technology – Eric Young/Steve Pueppke


We are making contact with the people to help with the road map addendum.  I will be working with a writer here at NC State and Mike will be talking to the designer at the University of Hawaii to see if he would help us with the design.  He is the one who did the design for the brochure of the road-map last time.  We hope to have a draft ready for our committee meeting in April, 2006.


Meeting adjourned at approximately 3:29 PM.

Notes taken by Mrs. Elsie “Esther” Easley, Administrative Assistant to A.L. Parks.

